BRITISH SOCIALIST PARTY. 


THE COMING OF COMMUNISM! 

A MESSAGE TO THE WORKERS! MAY DAY, 1920. 

Fellow Workers, 

The old world we knew in 1914 is collapsing visibly before our eyes. The capitalist 

system which seemed so stable is tottering under the weight of problems it cannot bear. 

Here is the position as viewed by the Right Hon. Arthur Balfour, Conservative ex-Cabinet 

Minister: — 

" This war came upon us when the industrial system had been highly developed. 
It destroyed that industrial system. The system depended upon credit. 
Credit is gone, and largely gone international credit. There may be workmen 
in Central Europe at this moment, anxious to work, but they cannot get the raw 
material because they cannot pay for it. They cannot pay for it because the 
whole system of credit which is a system of international payment has itself 
been shaken to the dust." 
Nothing we can say can add force to this description. The position can be summed up 

however, in a phrase : Capitalism is bankrupt — hopelessly, irretrievably bankrupt. 

The capitalist class views the future in fear and uncertainty. But for the workers, so far 

from the collapse of capitalism being a matter for dread, it is one for rejoicing. If you doubt 

it bethink yourselves what will happen if capitalism prolongs its existence. 

Rising Prices. 

Everyday experience teaches that the cost of living is bounding higher and higher. The 
workers need no reminding on that score. Nor can the process stop within any conceivable 
time, for it is bound up with the very existence of the capitalist system. It is no exaggeration 
to say that the condition of this country will tend to become more and more like that of 
Germany, France, Italy and other European countries where existence has become almost 
impossible for the workers owing to the rise of prices. 

Unemployment 

During the war unemployment practically ceased to exist. For the time being the laws of 
•capitalism were suspended because production was for national use — or rather for the purposes 
■of war, and all available labour was needed. Already the pre-war conditions are being 
reproduced, and the coming winter will assuredly find them intensified. There is no Hope for 
the out-of-work under capitalism. War service or no war service he will be thrown on the 
scrapheap when he has ceased to be a useful machine for creating profit for his master. 

War. 

Another and more terrible war is inevitable if capitalism continues to exist. War is bred 
by commercial antagonism created by the struggle of the banded capitalists of each country 
for the' markets of the world. It is not wise to prophesy, but all the signs point to a great 
war between this country and America within a few years arising out of the struggle for 
commercial supremacy between them. Armaments are not decreasing — they are increasing. 

Communism the Only Hope. 

Fellow workers. You will suffer all these evils so long as you permit the capitalists and 
landlords, financiers and bankers to dominate and exploit you. You alone can remove the 
present paralysis. You alone can solve the problems that beset society. Follow the example 
of the Russian workers and peasants. Abolish the whole capitalist system. Establish the direct 
rule of the workers in place of the present dictatorship of the capitalist class. Take the machinery 
and the power of the State in your own hands, and organise the production of wealth for the 
equal enjoyment of all who perform useful work. A task fit for heroes. To build the world 
anew ; to give life, health and happiness to all ; to save humanity from a great debacle. 

And so onward to the still more glorious Communism of the future ! 

Join the BRITISH SOCIALIST PARTY. Particulars of membership from Secretary, 

21a, Maiden Lane, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 
Read "THE CALL," the International Communist weekly. Every Thursday, Price 2d. 
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